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Students in Mrs. Knoles’ Princi-

ples of Sociology class partici-

pated in a service learning pro-

ject through the Winfield Habitat 

for Humanity in June 2008. 

 

The students were able to talk to 

the project leader and the family 

that the house is being built for.  

Several students mixed and 

poured cement for the storm 

shelter in the house, and other 

students worked on putting chip-

board on the roof and “wrapping 

the house” in pink protective 

wrap. 

 

The students are required to 

then write about their experi-

ence and how it relates to con-

cepts they are learning about in 

Sociology. 

Cowley adjunct instructor for 

Principles of Sociology, Linda 

Hamm, does a very creative ser-

vice learning project with her 

students every semester.  Mrs. 

Hamm has the students go out in 

groups of three or four students 

and talk to local service agencies 

in Wichita.  It is important for 

the students to get an idea of 

what kind of social services are 

available in their community, and 

to find out what the needs of 

these service agencies are. 

The students load up on a Satur-

day morning with people they do 

not know, and go to four service 

sites.  At one site they actually 

do a project of some kind.  They 

are also required to eat with 

their group at an “ethnic” restau-

rant in which they would nor-

mally not eat, and, if willing, go to 

a church service they would 

normally not attend.  Linda calls 

this experience “The Urban 

Plunge Weekend” and reading 

her student’s written accounts of 

their adventures and what they 

learn is exciting!! 

Continued on Page 4 

Students Anna Stevens, 

Lindsey Pond and Amy 

Christensen pour cement at 

the  16th Winfield Habitat 

For Humanity House 

(above) 

Travis Delaney and Brian 

McClaskey “wrap” the 

house (right) 

Summer Service Learning 

Linda Hamm and the “Urban Plunge” 
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Service Learning part of Cowley’s Mission 
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Service learning has long been a 

part of the Cowley tradition.  Now, 

however, it is required in two so-

cial science classes.   

When students enroll in a Princi-

ples of Sociology Class or a Gen-

eral Psychology class, they will be 

expected to complete a service 

learning project during the semes-

ter. 

They are not graded on how many 

service hours they do, however, 

but on a written reflective writing 

assignment that ties concepts 

learned in class to their service site.  

This project counts for no less than 

15% of the student’s grade in the 

class.   

Service Learning has become 

“instutionalized” at Cowley and 

more and more students are par-

ticipating. 

Not only do students get the op-

portunity to do something good for 

the community, they get the chance 

to see what they are studying at 

work in the “real” world. 

All classes, regardless of the deliv-

ery mode or the term the student 

is enrolled in are required to intro-

duce service learning in this way. 

 

It gives students a chance to prac-

tice “Positive Citizenship”, which 

has long been a mission of Cowley 

College—to instill in our students, 

not only an education, but to make 

them understand that they are a 

vital part of the community. 

John Bul Dau, one of Sudan’s “Lost 

Boys” speak at Cowley College in 

the Spring semester.  Mr. Bul Dau 

is raising money to build a medical 

clinic in his home village in South-

ern Sudan. 

Southern Sudan has been in a brutal 

struggle for their independence 

from the Northern Sudanese Gov-

ernment, which resulted in many 

At the end of last semester, as part 

of an international service project, 

Mrs. Hendricks’ classes of General 

Psychology and Principles of Sociol-

ogy sold raffle tickets to other stu-

dents, family members and faculty 

and staff.  The winner received a 

$200 Best Buy gift card. 

 

The idea was sparked after hearing 

“lost boys and girls” of Sudan being 

relocated as refugees to the U.S. 

and other countries. 

Mr. Bul Dau’s life story can be seen 

in the National Geographic Docu-

mentary God Grew Tired of Us. 

 

The money raised was sent to the 

John Bul Dau Foundation to assist 

in building the clinic.  

five hour project and then do a 

written assignment to be turned in 

to him as part of their final grade in 

the class.   

 

Students are often very creative at 

coming up with connections be-

tween economics and service, but 

they are always able to make that 

connection somewhere. 

When students enroll in Mr. Shep-

herd’s Macro or Micro Economics 

classes, often they are surprised 

that they are required to do a ser-

vice learning project for this class.   

Sometimes students don’t immedi-

ately see the connection between 

economics and service to the com-

munity, but by the end of the class, 

they will.   Mr. Shepherd will see to 

that!  Students do no less than a 

Economics and Service Learning? 

Mrs. Hendricks Classes Sell Raffle Tickets 

“Students are 

very creative 

at coming up 

with 

connections 

between 

economics and 

service to the 

community.” 



Interested in an ACES Scholarship? 
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Are you interested in becoming an 

ACES scholarship student?   

As an ACES student, you are re-

quired to perform 85 hours of 

service learning per semester, in-

cluding writing assignments that tie 

concepts from classroom work to 

service work. 

The scholarship covers books and 

tuition and is a wonderful way for 

students to get some experience in 

the work force in a field that they 

are interested in. 

“We are usually able to send our 

students out in the community into 

a service site that has something to 

do with their major area of study” 

says James Fry, Referral Counselor 

for ACES. 

James can be contacted for more 

information at 620-441-5269 or at 

fry@cowley.edu.   

 

Students wishing to be on scholar-

ship with ACES are required to 

have and maintain a GPA of 2.5 or 

higher and be enrolled in 12 hours 

on the main Arkansas City Campus.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Fry, Referral Counselor for 

ACES!!! (pictured at right) 

too damaged in transit such as 

beef jerky, crackers, hard candy, 

etc… 

Letters from home about news in 

the area. 

 

We often find a troop from Kan-

sas or Oklahoma to send packages 

to, often one of our own former 

students or sometimes a student’s 

spouse, brother or sister’s troop. 

Contact Michelle Knoles 

441-5202 if you are interested in 

helping collect items to be sent in 

the future! 

ACES, along with interested faculty, 

staff, students and volunteers, send 

care packages to the troops sta-

tioned in Iraq and Afghanistan every 

semester. 

Some of the things requested by 

the soldiers are: 

Any Men’s Magazines 

Dryer Sheets 

Single packets of Gatorade or other 

drink mix that can be put into a 

bottle of water. 

Ramen Noodles (in a cooking pack-

age) 

Any snacks that won’t melt or get 

Taking Care of the Troops 



spending time with them.  Along 

with volunteering at church I also 

help out a few disabled gentle-

men.  I go over and help clean a 

friend of mine’s house once a 

week, and over the last semester I 

went over and helped out Bruce 

Watson around campus which 

was really awesome getting to 

know him! 

Over the next semester I plan con-

tinue work at church and at my 

friend Dave's.  I also would like to 

work with Bruce again and hope-

fully work even more around 

campus… 

What I plan to with my life?  Well 

I play to graduate here with my 

AA then move on to Friend Uni-

versity and get my BA in minis-

try… I play to serve the commu-

nity my entire life… and ACES 

Daniel Shipley!  Daniel will be starting 

his second year with ACES in the Fall 

of 2008.   

Daniel is originally from California, 

but now lives in Caldwell Kansas. 

He is the oldest of three siblings.   

This is what Daniel has to say about 

himself and ACES 

“My name is Daniel Shipley and 

I’m an ACES’s scholarship stu-

dent. 

Ever since I was young I have 

been involved in many different 

volunteer programs, I have helped 

in VBS every year since I was 

very little, I have assisted in Sun-

day school since the age of 12, 

and even taught on occasion from 

the age of 13.  I enjoy working 

with the youth group of my 

church and am always found 

has given me an opportunity to 

not only get practice doing what I 

will be doing for the rest of my 

life…but it has allowed me to do 

what I love!...” 

Phone: 620-441-5269 or 620-441-5202 

Fax: 620-441-5559 

E-mail: knoles@cowley.edu 

fry@cowley.edu 
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Meet ACES Scholarship Student…. 

  

Linda explains the weekend ñThe weekend 
(Friday, Saturday & Sunday) consist of commu-
nity awareness, site visitations, engagement in 
service learning and experiential events.  For the 
Sociology/Social Problem classes students are to 
highlight the impact of the service on the commu-
nity.  Including the smaller community's impact 
on the larger community (including their reactions 
to specific ethnic areas visited).  I adjust the as-
signment some for the General Psychology 

TO: 


